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y Coach-men i= Lofidf n xd Weſtmitiſter, and within the 
. Bills of Mortalih, Licenſed" _— tothe At for Licenſing Hackney. 
3 3% Coaches, but yet turn'd out by the preſent Comm iſſuoners. 
; Y an Act _ —_ — ed MajeſticsReign, 
| noyances iforders in the Streets of, and places adjacent to the Cir; 
and Weſtmin#ter ; It s Enatted that there ſhall - 6ageng Coaches to Ay yn =p 
and about the ſaid Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and' the places comprized within 
the weekly Bills of Mortality, (excepting Stage Coaches :) Which ſaid ches were 
_ fo be Licenſed by Commiſſioners for that purpoſe, nominated by His Majeſty under 
the Great Seal of Exgland: which ſaid Commiſſioners are to rake Five Pounds yearly, andng 
more ; For non-payment whereof, the Coach-men are lyable toa Diſtreſs : And for want of a 
ſbfficientDiſtreſs, ro ſufter Impriſoument; And for any other miſdemeanors commitred contrary 
| to the ſaid Aft, are to ſuffer'the Penalties and Forfeitures in the faid At mentioned, which arc 
' fully ſer forth and declared by the ſaid Act : Eur amongſt them all there is not one word of a 

Forfeiture of the Licenſes, nor any direCtion or Declaration that they ſhall be Licenſed for a year 
- only, nor that the ſaid Licenſes ate dererminable; or vendible at the Commiſſioners pleaſure. 

+ So that by the Parliament they arg intended to be for Life : For the perſons firſt ro be Li- 
cenſed, are to be Ancient Hackney-Coach-men, and ſuch Coach-men as had been ſufferers for 
His late Majeſty, or His Majchty that now is, and the Widows of them; and the Licenſe was 
to be for the ſupport and maintenance of them which intention of the A would have beeri 
fruſtrated, and the Hackney Coach-men utterly ruined at the Conimiſſioners pleaſure, if Licen- 
ſes were granted upon ſuch uncertain grounds, as the Commiſſioners now pretend they be. For 
a Hackney Coach-man being not able to Lerr out to Hire a good Hackney-Coach, with. Horſes 
ſuitable to the meaning of the At, withour a great ſum of Money to buy the faid Coach and 
Horſes, and to take Dwelling-houſe for Himſelt and Servants, rogether with Stables and Coach- 
Houſes z and to make proviſions of Hay and Corn for the Horſes, and a ſum to lic by him for 
the ſupplying of himſelf with Horſes in caſe of loſs, which often-happens; and for the payment 
of Servants Wages : Butit never was the intent of the ACt to pur them to this Charge for a 
Year, which had been an intent to ruine them, and not to ſupport them. 


Yet after, all which great Expence and Charges, together with the great loſs of Horſes that 


for the reforming of Ai- 


ſome have had z The Commiſſioners that now are, being 16 perſons, did at one time. rake away | 


6 Licenſes from 16 ancient Hackney Coach-men (as by their Summons for Appearance to x6 
Informations in the Exchequer may appear,) ſome of which have- enjoyed their Licenſes ever 


- _ ſince the firſt time of granting Licenſes by virtue of the aforeſaid Aft : And all the reſt of them 


for many Years being: Licenſed by -former Commiſtioners, or perſons well fir and qualified; and 
always by the former Commilliners ſo thought, approved and allowed to be without the leaſt 
moleſtation or interruption. And the now Commiſſioners, vr ſorne uf then under the prerence. 
of a new-Method of Regulation never before thought of, or mentioned, would have abſolutely 
ruined and undone the ſaid x6 ancient Hackney Coach-men, if ſome of rhem had not pur a'ſtop 
ro-it, by publickly declaring rhat they would profecute at Law thoſe perſons that ſhould buy 
any of their Licenſes, they queſtioning not, 'but ir was Right, and due for Life by the At. 

And former Commiſſioners always looked upenany once Licenſed, as Licenſed for Life, not- 
withſtanding they did yearly renew their Licenies : For rhe firſt Commiſſioners that ever were 
(being Induſtrious and Prudent Men, and ſome of them well learned in the Law) declared, thar 
the only reafon why. they did renew their Licenſes yearly, was only that they might know what 


Coach-men weredead ; thar if: any.Licenſes were vacant, forthwittr to fill up the vacancy, for 


' the better preſerving of the ſum allowed by rhe.faid Act for preſerving of the High-ways and 
Sewers, &c. And rhe Names and Habitarions of ſuch Perſons as had Licenſes might be known, 
in order to the ſaid Commiſſioners giving in their Account yearly to the Commiſſioners of the 
High-ways and Sewers; and to ſee what Fines and Forfcirures (if any ſuch) were due, and 
likewife to prevent the trouble and charge of Diſtreſs, &c. by nor continuing thoſe perſons Li-, 
cenſes which did not pay,. and diſcharge the ſums_required by the ACt at every yearsend; arid 
though that Clauſe then was not agreeable to the meaning of the Act ; Yer that Declaration of 
the Commiſſioners, and the Acting purſizant to that. Declaration made the Coach-men acquieſs 
therein, end never were moleſted; Bur now, thongh thoſe Coach-men have paid their Ren duly 
as long as the Commiſſioners would xeceive the fame, and ſince tendre1t it; and have perfor- 
me al things required by the AQ, Yer are their Licenſes taken from rhem. .'—o : 
- Since which TranſaRtions aforcfaid, by the negligence or indulgence of rhe Officers imployed 


by the Commiſſioners, and by the Licenſing of new Pcrfons by the Commiſſioners in the room of £ 
thoſe they curn ont; the Streets have been, and arcat this time ſo annoyed, ſo many abuſes com- * 


mitted, and ſo many Coaches workt by unlicenſed Perſons, with ill Coaches, and poor Horſes; 
that the Hackney-Coach-men who are lawfully Licenſed, are not only blamed, andimputed to 
be guilty of abuſes commirred by Perſons that work unlawfully; but are alſo very much impove- 
riſhed andAifabled ropay Renr required by the A,and very hardly able to live and ſubfiſt, con- 
zrary to theintenit of the AR, to the abuſe of the Kings people, and to the Ruinc of thoſe for- 
may. 4. NS . Bf eg TRY =y 

' And thepreſent.Commiſſioners ſince they havehad the Judgement in the Courr of the Ex- 
cheqner, 'fbr them have Licenſed Hackney -Coaches for Lives, an1 ſome afrer the deaths of thc 
parties,tohavcabcing for the Lives of the Widows, all which is contained the ſame Licenſe; | 
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